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Year Group Chronology and 
Causation 

Historical 
Enquiry 

Interpretation and 
Significance 

Subject Specific vocabulary 

Nursery Today  
Yesterday  
Tomorrow  
Then 
Now 
 
 
 

quesion Past 
Old 
New 
 
 

Home, family, seasons, 
celebrations, fireworks, grow, 
change,  

Reception Past 
Old 
Change 
Present  
Past  
Future  
Day  
Week  
When I was little  
 Remember  
Order 
A long time ago 
Before I was 
born 
After 
 same/different 
change  
people  
Lives 
 history  
 

Memory  
Remember 
Uses senses-
touch, see, 
smell, hear 
discuss 
questioning find 
out 

Family Tree  
Recent 
Events  
Celebration 
 
 

home, family, parents, carers, 
grandparents, baby, toddler, 
child, teenager, adult, grow, 
measure, museum, London, 
Queen Elizabeth II, King Charles 
III, 

Year 1 Long ago 
Time order  
Timeline  
Date  
Old  
New   
Month  
Earlier  
 Later  
Present  
Past  
Future 
When I was 
younger 

Recount   
Retell  
Person 
Grandparents 
Artefact  
Object  
Photograph  
Picture  
Question 
Who? 
What? 
When? 
Why? 
Where? 
 
 

Explain  
Who?  
What?  
When?  
Why?  
Because  
Change 
Similar 
Different 
 

Grandparents, chalk, easel, Toys- 

(1960’s and 70’s examples- space 

hoppers, clackers, Scalextric, view 

master, roller skates, Barbie, Sindy, 

Action Man, Chopper Bikes, Dinky 

Toys), artefact, photograph 

Clarice Cliff, Emma Bridgewater, 

pottery, potbank, painter, design, 

Stoke-on-Trent, Bizarre ware, china, 

local 

 

Christopher Columbus, Italy, Nina, 

Pinta, Santa Marina, voyage, Spain, 

Americas, Neil Armstrong, space, 

mission, moon, Apollo 11, NASA, 

explore, exploration 

Year 2  Year  
before I was 
born  
past  
present  
future  
sequence  

Different  
Similar  
Compare  
 Explain  
 Recount  
 Facts  
Artefacts  

Research   
Compare  
Contrast 
Conclusions 
Explain 
Evidence 
Reliable 

Queen Victoria, industrial revolution, 

industry, town, city, factory, 

workhouse, slum, school, chimney 

sweep, factory worker, energy, 

transport, work, engineering, 

technology, steam engine, steam 

locomotive, coal mine, coal mining, 

railways, mill, canals, cane, pupil 



 
 

time order  
chronological 
order 
events  
dates  
 
  
 

Objects 
Photographs 
Pictures  
Observation 
information 
 
 

Similarity 
Difference 

teacher, abacus, marbles, hop-scotch, 

working class. 

Captain Edward Smith, Titanic, Atlantic 

Ocean, ship, funnels, deck, White Star 

Line, company, Liverpool, Belfast, 

Ireland, Southampton, Maiden Voyage, 

New York, iceberg, lookout, cabins, 

first, second, third class, propellers, 

survivors, life jacket, life boat, captain, 

New York 

Pudding Lane, Thomas Farynor, Samuel 

Pepys, Leather buckets, plague, River 

Thames, bakery, cause, navy, fire hook, 

fire squirt, fire break, King Charles II, 

gunpowder, army, Tower of London, St 

Paul’s Cathedral, diary, architect, 

Christopher Wren, stone, plan 

 

Year 3 BCE 
Before Common 
Era  
 CE, Common 
Era,  
 BC, Before 
Christ  
AD, Anno 
Domini,  
Decade  
Dates 
date order  
period  
era 

Influence  
Impact  
Effects  
Present  

understand, 
source, 
resource, 
evidence, 
because, 
research, 
event, 
identify, 
similar, 
different, 
compare, 
reason, 
perhaps, could 
be, this 
suggests… 

events,  
suggest,  
explain, 
influence,  
impact,  
effects 
Identify  
Facts, 
opinion 
  

Stoke-on -Trent, The Potteries, 

Josiah Wedgwood, Doulton, Spode, 
pot bank, bottle kiln, canal, clay, 
coal, industrial revolution, 
transport, slavery, pollution, 
painter, saggermaker, carrier, slip 
caster, placer, working class, 
factory, potter,  
hunter-gathers, settlement, Iron 
Age forts, Skara Brae, Stonehenge, 
archaeologists, Bronze Age, Iron 
Age, Stone Age, weapons, 
Neolithic, Mesolithic, Palaeolithic, 
Iron ore 
Philosophy, Athenians, Spartans, 
democracy, Olympics, Alexander 
the Great, Parthenon, 
tunics(chiton), civilisation, 
artefacts, Gods/Goddesses (Zeus, 
Poseidon, Demeta, Hera, Ares, 
Hermes, Athena, Apollo) Myths 

 

Year 4 BCE, Before 
Common Era  
CE,  
Common Era  
BC, Before Christ   
AD, Anno 
Domini   
dates  
period 
ancient 
century 
decade 
era 

Suggest 
Recognize  
Events  
Explain  
Influence  
Conquer 
legacy  
impact 
effects 
consequence   

Sources  (primary 
source, secondary 
source) 
Interpretation 
reliability 
Research 
Identify, 
 Reason 
 Perhaps 
 First hand 
evidence 
 Second hand 
evidence  
My conclusion is 
that…  
 Accurate 
 Point of view 
Bias 

Invasion Invade 
Centurion, Londinium, aqueduct, 
senate, amphitheatre, villa, Roman 
Baths, Hadrian’s Wall, mosaic, 
Latin, aqueduct, Empire, conquer, 
Julius Caesar, Emperor Claudius, 
Boudica 
 
Angles, Saxons, Jutes, Anglo-Saxon 
kingdoms, Danes, Vikings, invaders, 
Danelaw, Shire reeve churl,  
longhouse, longship, Jorvik, Alfred 
the Great, Eric Bloodaxe, King 
Edgar, raid, tribe, Thanes, Cearls, 
Slaves, Alfred the Great 
 
Chichen Itza pyramid, Itzamna, 
mica, rituals, codices, ahau or 
ahaw, batab, Kukulcan, advanced 
civilisation, 



 
 

exaggeration Temple, Central America, 
astronomers,  
 

 
 

 


